
PTA General Meeting Minutes 9/24/18 
 
Call to order by President, Kris Grove 
Approval of minutes that were posted on the website  
 Approved by Cindi Utter and seconded by Faith Viot 
 
Presentation of Proposed Budget by Treasurer, Debbie Simon:  
 -Open for review at anytime, contact Debbie Simon 
 -Per Debbie, we budget more aggressively what we will spend than what we 
actually spend. 
 -Income: Approximately $10, 400 
 -Currently, we are depositing a lot into membership. We will probably make 
more than $600. 
 -Motion to approve budget by Afsana and seconded by Doreen Kammerer 
 -During Treasurer report, Debbie discussed that we will offer Venmo also as 
a payment option besides cash and check. It will specify this on a lot of our forms 
this year. 
 
Principal report by Mr Lieberman 
 -Welcome to PTA and welcome back to a new school year.  
 -Thanks to room parents for volunteering. 
 -Back to School Night will be October 1. This year child care will be available 
as a trial for school age student’s at the event. It will be for last minute coverage of 
kids so parent’s can attend to event. Two members of the staff will be in the Multi-
Purpose Room.  
 -There will be an upcoming Parent University Event presented by George 
Scott about raising resilient children at Hammarskjold Middle School. 
 -October will be a busy month with Respect Week and Peace Week 
approaching. This is mandated by the state of New Jersey. Possible themes for the 
Respect Week may be different Spirit days and Pajama Day. 
 -Last week’s email blast from Mr Lieberman included Walk to School Event 
with the organization Keep Middlesex Moving that works on decreasing our carbon 
footprint. Last year, it was a success and the kids were given out granola bars. 
 -Parent/Teacher Conferences will be the week of October 22 and there will 
be electronic signup. This will go out once IT sets this up. 
 
Teacher Liaison Report from Mrs Sardina 
 -She thanked the PTA for the first day of school treats and luncheon prior to 
start of school.  
 -They are looking forward to a great school year. 
 
Correspondence 
 -Thank you cards from Mrs Binder, First Grade Teacher’s and Mrs Schwamm 
 
Old Business 



 -K/New Student Orientation: Pizza party and tee shirts from the PTA were a 
big success. Kids enjoyed the event and welcome to the school. Kids played on the 
playground, even though the event fell on a hot day. 
 
 -Staff Welcome Back Breakfast: Rachel O’Neill and Kyle LaForge ran the 
event. They did a great job and the staff enjoyed bagels, homemade Quiche, and 
other breakfast foods. The staff was also given Bowne-Munro pens.  
 
 -First day of School Dine to Donate at Smashburger: Thanks to everyone that 
came out. Giselle Schaffer coordinated the event. We did not get the amount we 
earned back yet. 
 
 -Ice Cream Social:  Fire, Police and EMS were present. It was a great event 
and we will looking for people to run the event next year. Cindi Utter and Alicia 
Conroy did an excellent job running the event this year. It is a peanut-free event and 
we purchased the Ice Cream from the Ice Cream Depot in Milltown. Youth Council 
helped at the event and they also did face painting. Teachers and Mr Lieberman 
helped scoop and serve ice cream to students and family.  Melissa Sullivan and 
Vanesa Tedaldi expressed interest in running the event next year. 
 
New Business 
 -Back to School Night will be October 1.  It is a nice opportunity to meet your 
child’s teacher. There are 2 sessions and a flier was sent home regarding this. There 
will be a video with EBEF and Dr Valeski (Superintendent East Brunswick Public 
Schools). Also, a video with Mr Leiberman to be shown.  
 
 
 -Picture Day (October 9): Kids can dress in their finest.  Online purchasing 
and a flier with further information will be sent home. If you miss the deadline your 
photos may come 1-2 weeks later then the regular order. Giselle Schaffer and Faith 
Viot will be running the event again.  
 
 -Book Fair: October 16-18 with set up afternoon of October 15.   
Mrs Binder puts out the schedule and they will do a signup genius looking for parent 
volunteers to help with set up and help for while each class shops. The classes shop 
for at least 20 minutes on 2 different days. Volunteers can help kids with writing up 
their wishlist the first day. Scholastic also does an online e-wallet, where parent’s 
don’t need to send in cash or check. It uses your credit card, but the PTA does not 
see the credit card number.  We also will take cash or check. Kris Grove is running 
the event.   We stay open until 6pm one night to allow parent’s at pick up to make 
purchases. This event will also run again in February during Brownbag Lunch where 
a parent, grandparent or special someone can attend the event and/or also shop the 
Book Fair with the student. 
 
 -Parent/Teacher Conferences 10/23 to 10/26. There will be half-day school 
sessions that week. 



 
 -Fright Night will be 10/26. Debbie Simon and Faith Viot will be running the 
event and they are planning and working hard on this event already. We will have 
the same Magician, DJ and Photobooth from prior years. There also will be different 
themed rooms. There are still some details being finalized and some tricks up their 
sleeves. There will be a sign up genius posted looking for volunteers to assist set up, 
clean up and work at different rooms that evening.  This is not a drop off event. 
Parents must be present and with their child. Youth Council Volunteers will also 
assist with the event. No strollers or older sibling allowed at the event, but younger 
siblings are allowed. There will not be hotdogs at this event. There will be other food 
options this year. 
 
 -Faith Viot also asked if during Back to School night or during the upcoming 
weeks if we can have a donation box set up for Halloween Costume Collection for 
under privledged kids. Faith may make a flier about this.  
 
 -Halloween Parade and class parties- October 31.  Information was reviewed 
with Room Parent’s prior. Parade will begin around 2:30pm, weather permitting 
and the whole school does 2 laps around the playground. Kindergarten marches 
with their 5th Grade Kinderbuddies. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 

-Kidstuff Coupon booklet Fundraiser will begin Oct 1 (Back to School Night) 
and end October 15.   Booklets will be labeled and waiting on student’s desk of 
oldest or only child. Price: $25. If you sell 4 books, then you get the fifth book free. 
Also, included this year is an app for further coupons in different US regions. The 
app is good for 1 year once it’s activated. Books can be purchased online or orders 
with order form and envelope. We will accept payments via Venmo with subject 
Kidstuff coupon booklet, cash or check. If you do not wish to purchase the book, you 
can leave it on your child’s desk or send it back to school as soon as possible. Thanks 
and any questions you can contact Meghan Faley at megapt4129@yahoo.com or at 
(609)442-4226. 

 
-Boxtops: A contest with Boxtops for education involving all the classes.  

Letters went in teacher’s mailboxes.  It will run from 10/01 until 2/20 the contest 
this year. The grades will be combined (not separate classes this year) and there will 
be challenges for the teachers. There will be tiered prize levels this year.  You will 
notice tracking of the contest by grade on the bulletin board outside the Main Office 
and it’s Cat and the Hat Themed. This was put together by Debbie Simon and Vanesa 
Katz and they did a great job with this!  Prizes for winning classes will be grade 
appropriate and anything from a coupon for a free kids meal at Chili’s to bouncy 
balls. We didn’t come up with the grand prize yet.  Last year we raised around $860-
870 for the school. The goal this year is $1200.  This year we are motivating 
everyone with incentives.  

 

mailto:megapt4129@yahoo.com


-Bowne Bytes: It will be electronic this year and the back page includes an 
area where box tops are collected. Box tops can also be sent in inside envelopes or 
Ziploc bags, it just needs the child’s name, grade and teacher on it so they can get 
credit.   The school appreciates them and they are free money for the school. Last 
year the competition got very competitive and fun! 

 
-School store: Opening October every Friday from 11:45am until 1:15pm 

with items priced at 10 cents to $2.00. It is run by Doreen Kammerer and we need 
volunteers to help.  There will be an electronic sign up genius and at this meeting a 
sign up sheet is going around. The kids really look forward to the school store! 

 
-Spirit wear: We will be using the same design as last year, per Kris Grove. 

We will be using a new vendor and she will be meeting with the vendor this week. 
Kids normally wear Spirit wear on Friday’s and new Kindergartner’s can wear the 
shirt from orientation. We will have an order form soon and it will have T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, shorts and other miscellaneous items. There may also be long sleeve 
shirt and dry fit shirt this year.  

 
-Catalog Fundraiser: Per Doreen Kammerer, we will be using the same 

company as last year. It will run from Oct 17-Nov 2 so we can have items by the 
holidays. We got mainly good feedback from this event last year. 

 
-Yearbook: On sale special will be $20 plus 15% off if you order by a certain 

date. Order early if you want one to avoid an end of year scramble. There will be 
photo’s from throughout the year. We need a photographer for next year and 
someone to put together the year book. Melissa Sullivan expressed an interest in 
putting together the yearbook and Doreen Kammerer expressed interest in taking 
photo’s. If you purchased a yearbook in the past, people are receiving electronic 
reminder to purchase this year’s yearbook. We will add Venmo payment option this 
year. 5th graders get yearbook’s first and everyone else receives their yearbook last 
week of school. Shutterfly share site is still running. Kris Grove needs to approve 
your request and the front office needs to verify if you are affiliated with Bowne-
Munro.  

 
District Events: 
 
-Healthy Kids Running Series: A high school teacher and her friend is running 

the event . It is 5 Sunday’s at the High School Soccer Field 4:30 to 5:30. You can pay 
$35 for overall (5) sessions or $10 weekly. It promotes kids to get active and a love 
for running. 

 
-East Brunswick Day will be 10/7 at Community Arts Center 
 
-EBEF Fashion Show. Two Bowne-Munro Teacher’s are modeling, Miss 

Pfister and Mr Candelario. Event is $40 a ticket that includes dinner and fashion 
show. The PTA in the district donate baskets that are raffled at the event. 



-Mother’s Day Fundraiser will be some kind of art auction where Rachel 
O’Neill and Kyle LaForge are running the event. They are looking for volunteers and 
working on the logistics. The art teacher will be working on creating some pictures 
made by the student’s for the event. There may be a tricky tray raffling off donation 
baskets as part of the event. There also may be an activity that mom can make with 
her kid’s. Teacher Appreciation Day will be going on that week also.  

 
Next meeting 11/13 (Tuesday) at 7pm, we may try a live broadcast for that 

one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


